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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 8/14—8/20

SUNDAY- Genesis 37:12-36
MONDAY- Genesis 39:1-23
TUESDAY- Genesis 40:1-23
WEDNESDAY- Genesis 41:1-36
*3| THURSDAY- Genesis 41:37-57
b| FRIDAY- Genesis 42:1-24
SATURDAY- Genesis 42:25-38

8/14 Time after Pentecost - Lectionary 20

Church email: oslcelca@wcta.net

Office#: 218-837-5831

Pastor Email: pastor.eric.clapp@gmail.com
Pastor Eric Cell: 701-261-2394

Church Website: www.oslcsebeka.org
Facebook: oursaviourssebeka

10:30am @ Camp Emmaus. It’s a joint
fellowship & worship service w/Calvary Lutheran of
Park Rapids.

Camp address: 14248 374th Street Menahga MN 56464
Join us by the lake!

8/17 Wednesday
9am Quilters meet @ Hub 71
5:45pm Council Meeting

8/21 Time after Pentecost - Lectionary 21

9am Fellowship

10am Worship / Holy Communion /
Clara June Eckman’s Baptism

5pm-7pm GIFT VBS (5-5:30pm light meal)

Balsamlund Announcements:

OSLC Announcements:

* We’re having our first ever “GIFT” Inter-generational VBS”. (Vacation Bible School).

August 21, 22, & 23 at OSLC, 5pm-7pm. Starts off with a light supper.

It’s an event for the whole congregation! RSVP @ 218-837-5831. Watch your mail for an invitation.

Generations
In

Faith
Together

*  With summer in full-force, it is not too late to think about the upcoming fall Bazaar.
Mark your calendars now, Saturday, October 8th. Save the date!




* There will be a Fellowship hour on Sunday 8/21. Thank you Janet Eckman.

* Consider signing up for VANCO, automatic online offering. Please see Pastor Eric or Rita for more
information. You can also fill out a simple form along with your voided check and give it to Rita in the
office to get signed up. Forms are available for the asking.

* QOur Saviour’s Lutheran Church’s Pastor Eric & members share our sincerest condolences to Joyce
Limanen, her friends & families. We are saddened by the passing of your beloved husband, Ralph.
Arrangements are being planned as of this publication.

"For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain."” - Philippians 1:21

Through the summer, I've been drawn to Paul's New Testament letter to the Philippians be-
cause | think it speaks a good word of joy and peace to the church struggling with pressures
from outside the church to conform to the ways of Roman culture.

No matter what may come their way, Paul encourages them to continue to find joy and
peace in following Jesus. Paul is even writing this letter while he is imprisoned so it is cer-
tainly not through rose-colored glasses that he offers these words.

Through the next six weeks, these devotions will walk us through Paul's letter to the church
in Philippi as we seek Jesus at the center of our joy and peace.

Have you ever experienced a setback that was actually a set-up? Have you ever experi-
enced somethin% that disappointed you in the moment, but it only set you up for something
better to come later on?

Paul begins his letter with a series of reversals like this. Paul is imprisoned in the deepest
depths of Roman authority. He's being guarded by the emperor's private guard, those only re-
served for select prisoners and the emperor himself. |

Normally, this would terrify the church because of the power the emperor often wielded over
the church. Yet Paul writes this in Philippians 1:13-14: "It has been known throughout the
whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ; and most of
the brothers and sisters (that is, those who were guarding him), having been made confident
:’cn the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without
ear.

This time in prison being guarded by the emperor's guard has given Paul an opportunity to
share the message of Jesus with those who most oppose it.

What may certainly look like a setback, was actually setting up a magnificent transformation
in the lives of those guards, away from the emperor and toward Jesus.

Paul centers this first part of the letter around this phrase "living is Christ, and dying is gain."
He's helping us remember that when we center our lives on Christ instead of anything else,
then in death we don't lose anything. If we center our lives around something here on earth,
then when we die we lose something. But centering our lives on Jesus transforms death into
gain for all who have gone before.

The first half of Paul's letter speaks about matters of faith in such rich ways. Then in the sec-
ond half, he does a wonderful job of reminding us what this means for our lives together as
followers of Jesus.

We'll keep walking through this letter next week. It's a joy to be walking with you.

Grace + Peace,
Pastor Eric




